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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Cane Toad Sighting 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [5.27 pm]:  Today I asked a question of the Minister for Local 
Government and Regional Development representing the Minister for the Environment, and the Leader of the 
House provided me with a response.  I put on record that it is necessary for the relevant minister to look at the 
answer that was given to me today.  I understand that a joint emergency response and search has taken place with 
regard to a reported sighting of a cane toad in the vicinity of the Pinjar-Cataby powerline works.  I did not ask 
whether a cane toad had been found.  If I am wrong, I will be delighted that there has not been a reported 
sighting.  However, the question was whether there had been a reported sighting.  I expect to hear a clarification 
of that response very soon.   

Western Power Linesmen 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.28 pm]:  What I will say does not reflect on the Western Power 
linesmen who take their orders from people much higher in management.  My father was a linesman for many 
years and he worked tirelessly in many dangerous weather conditions.  I was going to speak about this matter in 
private members’ time last week but Hon Tom Stephens monopolised members’ time, so I did not get a chance.   
On 27 December there were two extreme fires in my electorate, both of which were started by Western Power 
powerlines.  The first fire was in my home town of Bridgetown and the second was in Tenterden.  I was out of 
town when I heard a radio report that a fire was out of control on Maranup Ford Road.  The first reports I heard 
suggested that it was not a very bad fire.  However, it turned out to be an extremely bad fire that surrounded 
most of the town.  It could have been absolutely disastrous if it had come up over the hill and into that town.  
Communication was a problem; the shire president was not informed until about four o’clock that afternoon that 
there was a fire in town.  He was sitting in his chair out the back of his place when somebody asked him about 
the fire.  The fire was started by a pear tree coming up between the powerlines on the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management land.  The local fire chief, Brian Wheatley, and his deputy, Derek Dilkes, 
alongside the town fire brigade ably captained by Greg Rees, took control of the fire and did a brilliant job until 
CALM came and took over the reins.  I also thank Beth Dilkes and Judy Wheatley, who stayed home and 
manned the radios.  Sometimes women are neglected to be thanked.  The wives of firefighters never know where 
their husband is at any time during a fire.  Not long ago in Bridgetown a firefighter, who was a friend of mine, 
was killed while fighting a fire. 
Most people have said that the wind was very strong on that day and had hoped a fire would not start; there were 
19 fires across the countryside that day.  The damage has been rather considerable.  In Bridgetown, 4 620 
hectares were burnt involving approximately 25 farms, and there were many other close calls.  About 3 150 
hectares of that was private property, 460 hectares of private timber plantations and 720 hectares of crown land.  
The fire could have been avoided if priority had been given to the maintenance of Western Power lines.  The fire 
on 3 150 hectares of private property involved agisting livestock, such as sheep and cattle, and shooting 
wounded animals.  Many heartbreaking things have to happen on a farm that suffers a fire.  Many people do not 
realise that fencing costs $6 000 a kilometre.  Some farmers were insured for external fences but not internal, and 
some were totally uninsured.  The Government paid for agisting livestock only one way.  Animals have to come 
back, so perhaps the Government could look at that matter.  Jeff and Judy Dixon, who travel a 700-kilometre 
round trip once a week to check their livestock, lost all their pasture.  Some farmers who suffered similar damage 
have stock in Bridgetown, some in Capel, some in Scott River and some in other places.  Many other farmers 
have agisted their animals all over the south west.  The people affected lost not only their stock but also their 
income.  People think it is really sad when there is a fire, but they do not realise that it has consequences that last 
12 months or more.  David and Dianne Jenkins, who pioneered agroforestry, lost trees and stock, which will 
affect their income for many years.  The Government gave $1 000 to each farmer to hire a consultant.  I would 
have thought a better start would have been to give each farmer $1 000 for fencing.  I am involved in the 
launching and graduations of Green Corps.  It would be a really good thing if the Government considered getting 
a Green Corps team in to do fencing.  Some of the members of Green Corps are extremely good.  For three 
months they are taught fencing and other aspects of managing the land and would therefore be a very good asset 
to farmers. 

Four homes were lost in the fire but, as I said, it could have been the whole town.  I applaud all the volunteer and 
career firefighters involved who put their lives on the line.  I found it rather interesting that CALM came to the 
pine plantation and took away the pole that started the fire in Bridgetown; I would have thought Western Power 
and not CALM would have taken it. 
The fire in Tenterden, caused by Western Power lines rubbing together near the Great Southern Highway, had 
tragic consequences with the death of Lorraine Melia and Judy Ward.  I have seen the place where those two 
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women died.  The fire must have been so thick and going so fast that it is heartbreaking to stand in that paddock, 
to see exactly where their car was and to know that there was a small dam and a big dam within 20 metres; it was 
tragic.  It brings home to us all the education on basic safety rules that is needed on what to do in a fire.  I have 
found a very good book published by the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia.  Some 
people I have spoken to who come from the city to the country have told me they would not even know what to 
wear if there was a fire.  Basic safety is, therefore, very necessary. 
I travelled to Tenterden with Colin Barnett and Paul Omodei to look at the devastation on 30 December.  We 
spoke to members of that community outside the Tenterden shop.  All of them were extremely upset about the 
loss of Judith and Lorraine.  Just to prove the dangers, a tree had fallen in front of Colin Barnett’s car a few 
minutes before we got there, which was being cleared away from the roadside.  It is not only fires but also the 
after-effects of those fires that are extremely dangerous.  I went to the memorial service for those two women, 
which had a huge turnout.  Most of the people of Cranbrook and Tenterden came to the service, which was 
absolutely packed. 
Power poles are becoming a huge problem; the transmission lines are old and the poles are more than 40 years 
old.  As I said, I grew up with a dad who worked for the former SEC, so I know where many of the faulty poles 
are.  We have a bit of a game these days: we point out where the faulty poles are.  Every farmer has a story to tell 
about unsafe poles going through farmland. 

I have been told that the other day in Pemberton a transformer fell onto the ground and that there was another 
fire at Sunnyside.  I note today that Hon Kim Chance, in answer to a question, said that approximately 730 poles 
had been replaced.  However, there are 800 000 poles in that network; it is a huge job.  I note that he said that 
Western Power is conducting maintenance on them, but the fear is very real among farmers and there are dangers 
occurring every day.  People have leaning poles on their property and fires are being started and put out.  We are 
very lucky in this State that there have not been more fires.  I am extremely concerned that there will be more, 
given that some more hot weather is coming. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Certainly you will see, when you read my answer to the question, that it also included the 
number of poles that had been identified for replacement, which I think was about 1 075.  However, when 
farmers are aware of these poles, we encourage them - they may already have - to report them again.  Indeed, a 
district fire control officer spoke to me recently in the Dumbleyung area and I encouraged him to report formally 
to me on a whole line that he thinks is dangerous and I will carry that report to the Minister for Energy.  We are 
anxious to hear about specific instances like this. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The other problem is that a call-out in the south west area is now responded to 
from Busselton.  We are down to one crew, whereas before we had two crews.  It takes time to come from 
Busselton to Bridgetown or from anywhere. 

“Dad’s Army” 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.38 pm]:  I have something rather pleasant to talk about.  However, 
before going into that, I note that the Leader of the House and another member thought that I was having a go at 
the Government when I asked a question this evening.  I was not having a go at the Government.  I was referring 
to the deterioration in services from Western Power over a period when this Government and the previous 
Government have been in power.  I did not say that the Labor Party put up poles in the past three years and that 
they are all falling over.  I wanted to clarify that point to the Leader of the House.  

My statement is on a happier note.  It is about “Dad’s Army”.  I am referring to some people who go unsung for 
their efforts in creating some of the good things that happen in agriculture.  In March 2002 - a year ago - I spoke 
about the Ledge Point golf club committee, which got the go-ahead to build a golf club in the back hills behind 
the clubhouse.  About 13 retired blokes got together - all over 50 years of age - and called themselves “Dad’s 
Army”.  It involved more than 13 men but the bulk of the unit consisted of Mal Harrington, Ben Woods, Peter 
Moyle, Lance Gutteridge, Bernie McCue, Norm Ruthermon, Jock Borthwick, Harry Swarbrick, John Sanderson, 
John Sterritt, Neville Thompson, Dennis Mannix and the late Phil Meston.  These guys live in Ledge Point.  My 
next door neighbour is Mr Ben Woods.  His wife wants him to build a fence that has been two years in the 
making, and he still has not finished it.  I hear her asking him when is he going to finish the fence, and he says, 
“Yes, dear” and then gets in his car and goes down to the golf club.  This golf club must be the only reticulated 
grass golf club from this side of Joondalup to Geraldton.  The materials used to build it cost under $100 000 and 
these guys put in 10 000 hours of labour, so its probably a million-dollar project.  The weather may be stinking 
hot or pouring with rain but these guys get on their tractors and work on the course.  The love that they have put 
into the golf club is incredible.  I feel so proud of these people.  It is amazing to see the work that this group of 
guys has done.  They were given the piping from a defunct mining company and sprinklers from someone else.  
They tendered for a large shed at the Shire of Gingin, which they got for $100.  All the guys went there with 
their trucks, utes and trailers and pulled down this shed - every nut and bolt - and resurrected it at the back of 
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golf club to house some of the material.  The end result compared with what I saw previously is an amazing 
transformation.  I reckon that the Great White Shark and Parry would be thrilled to play on this golf course.  In 
fact, John Sanderson got a hole in one last weekend, which was amazing.   

Hon Ray Halligan:  Not the Governor.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  No, old Sando, who was an ex-sergeant of police.  People in the suburbs do not realise 
that these guys from the country get off their backsides and they thoroughly enjoy this work.  I should not say 
this, but it might be to get away from their wives.  Ledge Point is a small place; there is not a great deal to do 
there.  I suppose that if a bloke can get away from his wife for a while and relax at the golf club digging a hole or 
digging up the fairways, he will.   

Hon Kim Chance:  You are not going to send this speech to their wives.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am glad that the minister said that because they have a lively group of wives; they are 
delightful women.  I thought it was important that I mention this because these types of things are unheard.  It is 
such an achievement.  The pride that I feel for them is extraordinary and I thought I should mention it during 
members’ statements.   

I was talking about “Dad’s Army” and the fantastic job they did to one of our other party members from 
Newdegate.  She then reminded me about the 100 kilometres of water pipe that the farmers of Newdegate laid 
from Lake Grace to about 10 or 15 kilometres north of Newdegate.  The farmers along that line paid for the pipe 
and dug the hole and filled it in.  The people of Newdegate and those along the track between Newdegate and 
Lake Grace helped to bog the holes and fill in the other part of the pipeline that came across from Lake Grace.  
This type of community participation happens in not just Newdegate and Ledge Point, but in agricultural regions 
in general.  This is like The Naked City; it is one of a million stories that I could tell about every other town.  For 
instance, much labour in kind by community members went into developing the football oval and the tennis 
courts at Newdegate.  The amount of effort that the people from these towns put into making life better for 
themselves is just extraordinary.  When I see what they have done, it makes me so proud to stand with them.   

The other day, I read about a woman from Badgingarra who had passed away.  She had been on so many 
committees and had done so much for the district.  There is no way that I could put in that amount of effort 
because I do not have enough time, but these people have jobs and small businesses and put in an unbelievable 
amount of hours to help their communities grow.  It is something that I would love to be able to promote but how 
does someone promote the amount of work these people are putting into improving their community?  In the 
example of Newdegate and its pipeline, not only did they put in their labour, but they also gave donations and 
held chook raffles etc.  These people also pay rates and taxes; the money is coming from them no matter where 
they look.  These people are contributing not only financially, but also with their heart and soul.   

This is something that people from the country should feel proud of.  When I saw the finished product at Ledge 
Point, it really got me cranked up.  I suggest that if anyone is going to Lancelin for a weekend or for a day or so, 
they should visit Ledge Point - this is not a plug for tourism, I am not taking over Hon Bob Kucera’s role - where 
it can be seen how these people have turned a hilly, bushy section of land into a nine-hole, grass golf course.  It 
is an absolute credit to them and I take my hat off to them.  I had to project that story and finish on a happy note.  
I am so proud of the people from Ledge Point for what they have done.   

Answer to a Question without Notice 

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [5.46 pm]:  I ask the Leader of the House to look at the answer to a 
question he gave me today, which does not make sense.  I asked about the costs outside the main government 
charter and whether the original figures quoted by the minister’s answer - I referred to extra charges when the 
monthly allowance was exceeded - were included in the figures he provided, because he gave global figures of 
about $3 million.  If they were included, I asked if he could he break them down; and, if they were not included, 
if he could provide the answer -  

Hon Kim Chance:  I agree, the answer was not adequate.   

Hon PETER FOSS:  The answer of “not applicable” does not seem to be applicable itself.  Could the minister 
have a look at that because I do not think the question has been answered?   

Hon Kim Chance:  That should be easy to do.   

Anniversary of Australia’s Recorded History 

HON RAY HALLIGAN (North Metropolitan) [5.48 pm]:  Western Australia has quite a bit to celebrate; 175 
years since becoming a colony and this Parliament having reached its centenary.  In two years, we will have 
another reason to celebrate, as will all of Australia.  I will quote from a paper prepared by the VOC Historical 
Society, which states -   
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In 2006, Australians should be commemorating the 400th anniversary of a very significant and defining 
moment in Australia’s history - the moment its recorded history began and it became a part of the wider 
world!   

. . .  

Australia has been populated for around 60,000 years, perhaps more.  Exactly when the first people 
came to Australia is still a subject of research and a matter of debate.  There is no question, however, 
that the first Australians were the ancestors of the Aboriginal peoples occupying the continent when the 
first non-indigenous people encountered its shores.   

There are a number of competing theories as to who were the first non-Aboriginal people to set foot on 
Australian shores.  A case has been put forward for the Chinese in 15th century, the French, the 
Portuguese in the 16th century or even peoples from our northern neighbours.  However, it is a fact that 
the first documented, or “first authenticated” landing of non-Aboriginal people upon the shores of the 
Great Southland took place around March 1606.  This landing was by the crew from the Dutch ship 
Duyfken, captained by Willem Janszoon, on the western side of Cape York Peninsula.  Although the 
original log appears to have been lost, a number of contemporary accounts refer to this event and a copy 
of the original chart is still in existence.  Several geographic features on the coast of west Cape York, 
such as Cape Keerweer, bear Dutch names as a result of this voyage.   

In the course of this journey, Janzsoon chartered over 300 kilometres of Australia’s coastline - 
effectively putting Australia on the world’s maps for the first time.   

Whilst this meeting of cultures and the mapping of Australia by the outside world is a highly significant 
and defining moment in Australian history there is, paradoxically, no official commemoration of it.  No 
day or time period is set aside to mark the occasion.  No organisation or instrumentality has carriage or 
responsibility for any commemorative functions in this regard.  Many people in Australia are unaware 
of this historical event and its significance.  While explorers such as Dirck Hartog, Abel Tasman and 
William Dampier are remembered as early visitors to out shores the discovery of Australia is most often 
attributed to James Cook.   

By way of contrast the “discovery” of the Americas by Christopher Columbus is universally 
acknowledged and widely commemorated in the Americas.  The 500th anniversary in 1992 provided the 
opportunity for an extensive program of large scale commemorative events that mobilised and involved 
many of the citizens of the nations in that region.  Almost everyone in the world was made aware of 
those commemorations.   

It goes on to say that in Australia in 2004, a mere two years before the four hundredth anniversary of Janszoon’s 
landfall, there are no plans to commemorate it.  The paper continues -  

Most Australians would know that Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon.  Given the relevant 
scientific knowledge of the times, Willem Janzsoon’s efforts, and those of his sailing colleagues’ 
worldwide, were of similar significance.  Yet his name rarely rates a mention.   

. . .  

But times have changed!  Australians have matured and now proudly proclaim their commitment to a 
multicultural Australia.  The main principles of a multicultural society are social cohesion, cultural 
identity and equality of opportunity.  Cultural differences are acknowledged and accepted as socially 
enriching.  An expectation of the commitment to multiculturalism is that historic events be recognised, 
acknowledged, accurately written and presented ensuring that future generations get a true perception of 
the contributions made by people from culturally diverse backgrounds to the Nation’s history.   

Commemorating the 400th anniversary of the Dufken’s landing in Australia would give proper and 
deserved recognition to this highly significant and defining moment in Australian history and help 
redress the current imbalance in our cultural perceptions.  A multicultural Australia must give due 
recognition to the culturally diverse components of its history!   

I commend the VOC Historical Society, its president, Tom Vanderveldt, and his band of willing and 
hardworking volunteers who have been making every effort to encourage the recognition and commemoration of 
this event.   

House adjourned at 5.54 pm 

__________ 
 


